Expansion Monitoring, scott bayfield rec quote
BRWA Seeks Volunteers to Monitor in Expanded Service Area
be taken out by a volunteer to do the good work and
get muddy for the first time.

- Mike Fetter, on the expansion of the BRWA service area
up the Bayfield Peninsula.

The 2016 water quality monitoring season is
underway, and new volunteers are actively being
recruited and trained. Following our new vision for
2016 and beyond, we have expanded our service area
beyond the boundaries of the Bad River Watershed,
and now have monitoring locations up the Bayfield
Peninsula to Red Cliff and over to the Michigan
boarder on the Montreal River.
We have identified over a dozen more locations where
we would like to get citizens out collecting data. We
even have some brand new equipment, just waiting to

Left: Mike Fetter on the Onion
River. Right: Joel Austin,
Schramm Creek.

We are in the process of talking with stakeholders in
the expanded territory and are excited by the
opportunities for new collaborative efforts. We are
working to fill gaps in existing baseline water quality
data, either by building upon data that has already
been collected, or initiating it in unmonitored areas.
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A Restored Stream Crossing Two Years Later: How Is It Doing?
By Kevin Brewster, Restoration Manager
The recent, nearly three-inch rainfall and thaw event
experienced around the Chequamegon Bay area
provided a great opportunity to get out and see how
some of BRWA's restored road/stream crossing
projects were faring. We were particularly interested
in seeing how the Albert
Mattson Rd. restoration
site in Ashland Township
was handling the huge
surge in flows seen in
streams and rivers that
occurred around March 17
Albert Mattson Rd crossing -18. This site had seen
before restoration.

frequent washouts and road closures over the years
and was identified as one of the highest priority
restoration sites in BRWA's Marengo River Watershed
Action Plan. In 2011 the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation (NFWF) awarded BRWA a $79,000 grant
from its Sustain Our Great Lakes Program to restore
this crossing and complete other restoration and
monitoring activities in the Marengo River
sub-watershed. The restoration was completed in
late spring of 2014, replacing a pair of undersized
culverts with four large diameter pipes and extensive
roadbed and drainage improvement.
When the job was completed, it was hard to imagine
ever needing four pipes of this size on this usually
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Bibon Swamp

From the Director—Spring 2016
Mission Statement
The mission of the Bad River
Watershed Association is to
promote a healthy
relationship between the
people and natural
communities of the Bad River
watershed by involving all
citizens in assessing,
maintaining and improving
watershed integrity for future
generations.
Our purpose is to:
•Protect the high quality of
the natural resources;
•Promote community-wide
responsible management and
use of lands and waters;

It’s an exciting time for the Bad River Watershed
Association. Thanks to funding received through a
Wisconsin DNR River Planning Grant, BRWA has been
able establish monitoring locations in the Montreal,
Fish Creek and Bayfield Southeast watersheds. And
we’ve begun recruiting and training new volunteers.
With these three new basins, our service area
includes 2,700 miles of streams. We’ll never run out
of locations to monitor and will always need citizen
scientists. If you’ve ever thought about collecting
water data, NOW is the time to join our crew. We’ve
got a goal of 10 new volunteers this spring and we’d
love to have YOU out in the streams.
This DNR grant has also allowed the Board of Directors to assess the current
state of the organization and to plan for program expansion into the larger area.
The Board and staff have met twice with local facilitator Kevin Strandberg to
evaluate our mission, vision and strategic goals. While these may change, our
focus will remain on the waters we live near and love, the waters of the Lake
Superior Basin.

•Develop a knowledge base
for a deeper understanding of
the ecosystems;
•Serve as a proactive
community forum for
education, coordination, and
decision making affecting the
resources of the watershed.
Strategic Planning meeting, facilitated by Kevin Strandberg.
www.badriverwatershed.org
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BRWA Seeks Volunteers continued
Why is it important to establish baseline data? More than ever, our communities are
facing big decisions about potential projects that could impact water quality. We want
to know more about the resources we have, what their vulnerabilities might be, and
how they can be protected and improved for all life and future generations. We want
to make the best possible decisions about how we interact with our environment, and
knowledge gives us the power to make informed decisions. This empowerment can
also bring our communities closer together, because we are taking charge of issues
that affect us all directly. Beyond this, volunteerism and time spent in the outdoors
can have positive impacts on a person’s wellbeing, and it provides new opportunities
for friendship. Many of us consider ourselves to be lifelong students, and the work we
do offers new experiences and opportunities for education, while fostering a greater
connection with this special place we all care about so much.
If you want to get involved, here are just a handful of volunteer positions available.









Monthly water chemistry monitoring
Monthly/semi-monthly temperature monitoring
Macroinvertebrate (bug) monitoring in Spring and Fall
Starts May 7th—contact us!
Serve on a committee
Help plan or staff events
Submit photos or articles
Create something! Check out the extremely useful
macroinvertebrate sampling tools (right) handmade by
Elizabeth Scudder.

Whatever your talents and interests may be, BRWA can use your help! We encourage
you to contact us to share your ideas or to sign up to get involved in a capacity that
works for you. We can’t wait to start working with you!
Contact BRWA at (715) 682-2003 or info@badriverwatershed.org.

Macroinvertebrate (Bug) Monitoring starts soon!
Group Training Sessions



Saturday, May 7, 9am-1pm
Whittlesey Creek National Wildlife Refuge, Ashland



Board of Directors
Officers
Sjana Schanning
President
Eric Ellason
Vice-President
Bobbi Rongstad
Treasurer
Laurence Wiland
Secretary
Members-at-Large
Joan Elias
Andrea Pokrzywinski
Ana Tochterman
Staff
Tony Janisch
Executive Director
Kevin Brewster
Restoration Manager
Mariana BrewsterBrown
Volunteer Coordinator
Leslie Jagger
Bookkeeper

Correspondence &
submissions may be
made to:
BRWA Watershed Waves
PO Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806
715-682-2003
info@badriverwatershed.
org

Sunday, May 8, 9am-1pm (Mother’s Day)
Town of Morse Garage, 402 2nd Ave, Mellen

Bad River
Watershed Association

Sampling Window
Sampling must occur once between May 7-May
21, and takes roughly 4 hours to complete.

BRWA is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization,
dedicated to
stewardship,
conservation and
education.

ID Sessions
Northland College CSE (science building) Rm.
125




Wednesday, June 1, 5:30 PM-8:00PM
Saturday, June 4, 9:00 AM-11:30 AM
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What is a Petition for Corrective Action, and why should I care?
Submitted by April Stone Dahl

Photo credit: Midwest Environmental Advocates.

On October 20, 2015, I was one of sixteen Wisconsin
residents who formally asked the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to help steer our state back on track
to follow the Clean Water Act. Our Petition for
Corrective Action (PCA) is an important step we needed
to take to protect our cherished waters like the Bad
River Watershed.
In order to understand how this sort of petition comes
about, one must first understand some of the history
that goes along with our water laws. Back in 1972, the
Clean Water Act was enacted as a result of growing
concerns over water degradation. The Clean Water Act
(CWA) does a few important things:
* gives authority to the EPA to regulate all discharges
to the Waters of the United States (permits issued
through the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System, or NPDES, are a central piece of the Clean
Water Act's regulation of water quality),
* allows the EPA to delegate its authority to each state
to issue their own NPDES permits (in Wisconsin, these
NPDES permits are Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permits, or WPDES),
* allows the EPA to take back delegated authority
when a state falls out of compliance with federal law
(when this happens, the EPA then takes charge of
issuing water pollution permits for that state).
In short, if any state doesn't comply with the Clean
Water Act, the EPA can step in and that state loses the
power to issue their own discharge permits — the EPA
then issues permits for that state. Pretty simple, right?
So, to begin the process of asking the EPA to step in, a
Petition for Corrective Action (PCA) is necessary. This
is a formal request to the EPA to take action to correct
the ways in which a state is out of compliance with
federal water pollution laws. PCAs can come from such
www.badriverwatershed.org

places as environmental groups or the EPA itself, and
are built into the Clean Water Act of 1972. Our Petition
for Corrective Action is special, however, because the
heart of the document are the experiences of the
Petitioners: sixteen people whose experiences with
water quality degradation represent real problems all
over our state.
Water discharge permitting is complex, involving
statutes, rules, and lengthy permits. Being able to file
such a petition ensures proper navigation through
tumultuous waters of the law, so to speak. It's not just a
little bit of paperwork, either. It takes a lot of time and
energy to put together. Once done, it gives human
voices a chance to be heard and in a way that makes
sense to governmental agencies as well as to your
common, everyday person.
Flash back to 2011, when the DNR was officially
notified by the EPA with a list of 75 problems with
Wisconsin's permitting program, describing how our
state was falling short of federal standards in many,
many ways. Then, about four years later, in the summer
of 2015, an EPA spokesperson said that Wisconsin had
"fixed" 40 of the 75 ways in which the DNR water
permitting program violated federal law and some of
those "fixed" issues were based on DNR promises to the
EPA that the state has not fully followed through on. In
the end, and several years later, there are still lots of
issues left to be addressed. And through it all, the DNR
was continuing to issue water permits that did not
comply with the Clean Water Act. As a result, severe
water degradation continues to occur throughout
Wisconsin.
This is where the power of the PCA comes in. The
Petitioners are residents who come from all corners of
our beautiful state and are impacted in their ability to
fish, swim, recreate and otherwise use our State's water
resources as established in the Clean Water Act. When I
think about it, those 16 residents actually represent
thousands and thousands of people.
All over the state we face increased nitrate and
phosphorous pollution, E. coli overgrowth, increased
levels of zinc, arsenic, and chlorine, increased
discharges of sewage, algae blooms, dead fish, and
beach closings resulting from increased spreading of
manure from area farm fields, Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operations (CAFOs), ethanol plants,
wastewater discharge, and inadequately monitored
municipalities. These are just some of the reasons
behind not being able to enjoy those waters. In other
words, we may not be able to use that lake that our
house sits on, wade with our children in the waters of
Page 4

one of our favorite swimming holes, fish for food, or
even drink water from our wells because the water is
contaminated. Our lakes may be green with algal
blooms, or the fish dead and washed up along the
shoreline, or there may be too many bacteria in the
water that could sicken us, and on and on all over
Wisconsin.
The pollution problems reflect a number of political
changes as well, including the loss of an independent
DNR Secretary, public intervenor, and meaningful
checks and balances allowing public participation in
pollution permitting. The state seemingly continues to
ignore complaints about contaminated drinking wells
or murky water in our watersheds, increasing the need
for real protection of water and public health. To make
matters worse, state budget cuts have further stripped
the DNR of science staff and funding for environmental
law enforcement. No wonder Wisconsin waters have
gotten dirtier.
These issues are all too real for me and my community.
Increasing bacteria levels in Lake Superior from an
upstream source prompted beach closings for parts of
the past two summers on the shores of the Bad River
reservation, making it very difficult to enjoy (or try to
enjoy) that Great Lake, which is something I have done
every summer for the past 40 years. There was the
"Beach Closed" sign, and there was me, standing on the
shore of the largest freshwater lake in the world and I
could not enter the water. I'm talking about the
cleanest of ALL of the Great Lakes. And I wasn't the
only one standing there this one time looking at that
sign — there were 200 other people that were there
with me.
I had learned from the tribe's Natural Resource
Department that they couldn't quite pinpoint the
pollution's source, but it was coming from upstream
someplace and it seemed to be happening after rain
events. I was left feeling sad and concerned and
frustrated, all at the same time. I never in my life
thought that there would come a day when I would not
be able to swim in Lake Superior.
My life is half over but my children's lives are just
beginning and if I am seeing a sign like this on the shore
of the Lake Superior now, what does that mean for my
children? What about the laws that were put into place
to protect Lake Superior? What does it mean when state
agencies fail to act fairly, justly, responsibly? What does
it mean when laws that protect our water "get
relaxed"... and for what? For whom?
No one wants to swim in dirty water, eat contaminated
fish or drink from contaminated wells. And it's not
being fair or just to Wisconsin citizens when an agency
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such as the DNR fails to keep us safe. It doesn't matter
what color you are, what religion, who you're going to
vote for, or how much money you make: no concerned
parent, no mother, would want their children
swimming in toxic waters. It all comes down to
protecting our families and children from harm,
wanting a safe environment to live in, hoping for
fairness and justice in the world and living in a good
way, with love.
Fortunately more people and organizations are
speaking out in support of the PCA and for cleaner
waters. Over 60 retired and former DNR staffers sent a
letter to the EPA asking for prompt action in Clean
Water Act compliance, supporting the Petition for
Corrective Action, as well as siting some of the most
serious problems with the "new DNR." The folks
involved in the letter had worked for the DNR, some for
decades, and wanted to express, with great care and
concern, why they want their career investments of
research, labor, data collection, mapping, testing and
relationship-building with the public to not be
unraveled by the direction of the agency's leadership.
Many of them continue to protect Wisconsin's valuable
natural resources and public rights in the environment
today as volunteers.
I'm always inspired by Gandhi's instructions to "be the
change that you wish to see in the world." I think of this
when I am at the grocery store deciding on whether to
buy local, grass-fed beef or conventional meat from
some CAFO somewhere else. I think about this when
the choice is to either be prepared and bring my own
water from home or buy bottled water in the store and
from an unknown source (FYI: I always bring my own
water.) I think about this when I vote at the polls and
when I vote with my dollars. If we want to have a good,
clean future for our children and the earth, we must
stand up for it, and we must make it count through our
actions.
This is why I care. This is why I signed onto the
Petition for Corrective Action. I am hoping that the
DNR will actually take the Petition seriously and start
working for what is fair for ALL of Wisconsin citizens
and waterways.
For more information on the Petition for Corrective
Action, attend ”Citizen Voices Matter—Defending
Wisconsin’s Water,” an MEA presentation at the
Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute, Northland
College on June 22, 7pm. You can also learn more at
midwestadvocates.org/pca.
Midwest Environmental Advocates is a nonprofit, nonpartisan environmental law center that works for
healthy water, air, land and government.
Spring 2016

A Restored Stream Crossing continued
sleepy tributary to the Marengo River. But the site's
history of washouts—and Ashland County Highway
Department engineer's calculations—told a very
different story.
As Tony and I
drove out to the
site in driving wet
snow and rain on
March 18th, every
stream we crossed
was in flood stage
and many farm
Completed project
fields were
completely submerged; we couldn't imagine much
better conditions to test a restored stream crossing.
The scene was also a vivid reminder of how much
work remains to be done in the watershed to slow the
flow of water across the landscape and stem the
enormous inputs of sediment that enter the Bad River
and Lake Superior every year.
When we arrived at the site, it was very clear just how
well-engineered this project was. Although the
culverts were completely submerged, with rapidly
spinning whirlpools indicating where water was
entering them, the water level was well below the
road surface.

Another restored crossing on North York Rd,
completed last summer with another NFWF grant,
was also in fine shape. This site was restored to
correct a fish passage barrier, and does not see the
kind of surge flows that occur at the other site. We
were pleased to see that the road wasn't washing out
around the new installation, even though parts of the
road were nearly impassible from thawing and runoff.
It was great to see these recent investments in
protection of our water quality, fish habitat, and
infrastructure performing so well, and a great
reminder of why we do this work!

 May 7—BRWA Macroinvertebrate
Monitoring begins

See article on page 3 for details!

 May 19-21—Chequamegon Bay
Birding and Nature Festival

BRWA staff leading “Limnology of
the North Country” and “Amphibians
of Northern Wisconsin.” Sign up or
learn more at
www.birdandnaturefest.com.

 June 22, 7pm—”Citizen Voices

Matter—Defending Wisconsin’s
Water.”
Sigurd Olson Environmental
Institute, Northland College.
Presentation by Midwest
Environmental Advocates.

The gravel roadbed was firm and undamaged from
the heavy rain it had just endured. The tributary
channel was hundreds of feet beyond its normal limits
as far as the eye could see.

www.badriverwatershed.org
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Contributions Since Last Newsletter & 2016 Volunteers
THANK YOU New and Renewed Members: Angela Larson, Ann Demorest, April & Jarrod Stone Dahl, Art Techlow
III, Ashland Baking Company, Betty & Bill Schell, Big Top Chautauqua, Bill & Cindy Heart, Bill & Phyllis Lampson,
Bob Blaszkowski, Kim Bro & Becky Brown, Bruce Kahler, Cablk Linder Family, Carol Noth, Carolyn Sneed, Cathy
Techtmann, Chartier Oakley Family, Chartwells, Clair Barnett, Craig Shanks, Dane & Paula Bonk, Daniel & Elizabeth
Scudder, Darlene & Richard Charboneau, Dave Olson, David & Karen Saarinen, David & Terri Bahe, David Stanford,
Derek & Kim Ogle, Diana & Kelly Randolph Family, Dr. Deborah Dryer-Akl & Jason Akl, Dr. Heinz & Janice Vogel, Dr.
Robert Stanley, Gail Syverud, Gerald & Jane Christie, Good Thyme Restaurant & Catering, Grandon & Dorothy
Harris, Great Oak Farm, Heart Graphics, Helgeson Hudson Family, Irene Blakely, Iron County Land & Water
Conservation Dept., Jagger VanderMeulen Family, Jeff & Emily Blodgett, Jeff & Susan Dean, Jeff Cate, Jeff Silbert,
Jerry & Nancy Sellung, Jim & Beth Hagstrom, Joan Elias, Joe Cook, John & Connie Franke, John & Martha
Stoltenberg, Johnson Damm Family, Joseph Shaffer, Julia Waggoner, Kathy Wendling, Ken & Darlene Raspotnik,
Kent & Patricia Shifferd, Kevin Brewster, Kurt & Laure Schmude, Laurence Wiland Family, Leslie Paynter, Linda
Barnes, Linda Jorgenson & Jack Gunderson, Littel Thomas Family, Lois Osterberg, Lynn Gransee, Marilyn
Einspanier, Marina Lachecki & James Kasperson, Mark & Lisa Abeles-Allison, Mark & Megan Perrine, Mary Ann
Churchill, Mary Bard, McDowell Taylor Family, Michael McKenna & Lea Rolfsen, Michael & Maureen Matusewic,
Mike & Cheryl Trieschmann, Mike Fioria & Denise Ciebien, Morris Lewis Jr., Pokrzywinski Doolittle Family, Bob &
Marcia Traczyk, Robert Croll, Ron & Patty Anderson, Rongstad Podlesny Family, Rossberger Family, Sara & George
Schultz, Sarah Boles & Adrian Wydeven, Shari & Mark Eggleson, Sheree Peterson, SlickRock Marketing and Design,
Inc., Steve & Margaret Baumgardner, Steve & Nancy Sandstrom, Susan Mueller, Susan Nelson, Tana Turonie, Terry
& Kay Peters, Tod Maclay, Tony & Tara Janisch, Town of Grand View, Tricia Rongstad, and Walter Soulier.
THANK YOU 2016 Volunteers: Allie Raven, Ana Tochterman, Andrea Pokrzywinski, April Stone Dahl & Family, Barb
Tellier, Bob Traczyk, Bobbi Rongstad & Tom Podlesny, Bret Deutcher, Darlene Charboneau, David Rekemeyer,
David Saetre and Janet Bewley, Dawn White, Elizabeth Scudder, Eric Ellason, Jake Brown, Jane Weber, Jeff
Musselman, Joan Elias, Joel Austin, John Murphy, Karin Kozie, Kevin & Sjana Schanning, Lauren Tuori & Sara
Moses, Laurence Wiland, Marba & Rich Pogue, Matt Hudson, Michelle Heglund, Mike Fetter, Monie Shackelford,
Naomi Tillison, Pam Roberts, Rachel Coughtry, Ron Nemec, Sharon Anthony, Tom Doolittle, Tom Erickson, Tracey
Ledder, and Zach Wilson.
THANK YOU Donors: AERC, Freshwater Future, and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources—River Planning
Grant.
Yes! I want to make a difference and become a BRWA member.
 $25*  $50  $100  $250  $500 $1000  Other (TAX DEDUCTIBLE).
*BRWA could not survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some
give valuable time, and many give both! To celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions,
we extend membership to any supporter who donates $25 or more per year OR
volunteers for four hours or more per year.

 Please keep my donation anonymous.

QUESTIONS? Please contact
BRWA.

 I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of
volunteers.
CHOICES – HOW TO JOIN

(715) 682-2003

ONLINE: www.badriverwatershed.org

CALL US at (715) 682-2003

USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: BRWA, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806

www.badriverwatershed.org
See our WISHLIST at
www.badriverwatershed.org
for other giving opportunities.

Name _____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________ City/State/Zip _______________________
Email ___________________ Phone ___________  Check payable to BRWA. Charge:  VISA  MasterCard
Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)
 I am also interested in being a volunteer.
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Spring 2016 Watershed Waves
Get your Watershed Waves via email
If you would prefer to get your newsletter in electronic format, please send a message with that request to: info@badriverwatershed.org

all the news from
your watershed...

Where in the Watershed?
Does this scene look familiar to you?
If you can identify this place, your name will go into a hat and the
winner will be drawn from all correct answers. The winner will
receive a special prize from BRWA. Email your answer and contact
information to info@badriverwatershed.org by May 31.
The winner will be contacted by email or phone and announced on
the BRWA facebook page.
Watch for different locations in future editions of the BRWA
newsletter!
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