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By Sjana Schanning 

BRWA is pleased to welcome back Andrea  

Pokrzywinski to the Board of Directors.  Andrea is a 

science enthusiast who loves to explore and learn,  

especially with a camera in hand.  She teaches science 

at Lower Kuksokwim School District (Bethel, Alaska) 

via live video-conferencing from her home office in 

the Chequamegon National Forest.  While teaching 

remotely, she still involves her students in real-world 

science and service learning projects. Andrea is       

currently working on several grant-funded programs 

Bruce Prentice and Steve Baumgardner have           

continued monitoring together as a team.        

Throughout the years, they’ve monitored Trout Brook, 

20 Mile Creek, and 18 Mile Creek for                            

macroinvertebrates, and they’ve helped with          

temperature monitoring on Spring Creek for the     

Culvert Program.   

These guys have given extra, too.  Bruce was a huge 

help with the office move in 2013 and is one of our 

consistent volunteers for the Adopt a Hwy cleanups.  

After each season’s macro event was done, Steve 

would hand me a donation check to give another   

contribution. After giving those hours of time, he'd 

By Valerie Damstra 

In 2009 the Karen Danielsen Award was created to 

honor the memory of one of our founding members. 

Karen was a strong voice for the Association, and 

aside from serving as Board President, she was a field 

volunteer, committee member, and helped with event 

planning.  She showed a passion for the Bad River  

Watershed Association and her time and commitment 

is not forgotten.  Each year the Karen Danielsen 

Award is given to a dedicated volunteer who shows 

the same energy and passion for the Bad River        

Watershed Association. 

For the first time the Board has selected a volunteer 

team as the recipient of this award.  Water quality  

volunteers Bruce Prentice and Steve Baumgardner. 

I can remember when Steve and Bruce first started to 

volunteer.  They got their start by coming to the 

spring macro training in 2011. When we pair people 

up for the sampling sites, we try to match new people 

with experienced volunteers.  But for Steve and Bruce, 

we didn't have anyone to pair them with, so we put 

them together, not knowing if they’d work well       

together or even get along.  It seemed to work out. 

They did their first season together, and continued to 

voluntarily be paired up and even became good 

friends.   
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with students collecting data of environmental        

impacts in their own communities. These projects  

include a place-based climate change curriculum, a 

goose-vegetation phenology project, and the use of 

technology to model and study watersheds.  

Andrea served on the Bad River Watershed              
Association Board from 2005 to 2007, before moving 
to Alaska.  Also during this time Andrea monitored for 
macroinvertebrates on the Marengo River. We’re glad 
Andrea is back in the area and is excited to share    
ideas and resources she’s gained through her           
experiences in Alaska.   

Connecting People, Land and Water 

From left to right: Bruce Prentice, Steve Baumgardner 

and Valerie Damstra. 
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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Bad River 

Watershed Association is to 

promote a healthy 

relationship between the 

people and natural 

communities of the Bad River 

watershed by involving all 

citizens in assessing, 

maintaining and improving 

watershed integrity for future 

generations.  

 

Our purpose is to:  

•Protect the high quality of 

the natural resources;  

•Promote community-wide 

responsible management and 

use of lands and waters;  

•Develop a knowledge base 

for a deeper understanding of 

the ecosystems;  

•Serve as a proactive 

community forum for 

education, coordination, and 

decision making affecting the 

resources of the watershed. 

From the Director 

In September, I had the privilege of    

attending Patagonia’s Tools for       

Grassroots Activism workshop in South 

Lake Tahoe, California.  The Patagonia 

Foundation has supported BRWA’s data 

collection, outreach, and education     

efforts for the water quality in the       

Penokee Hills.   

This was truly an amazing and inspiring 

conference with top-notch, nationally 

recognized speakers.  Topics included: 

Building a Campaign, Messaging,    

Grassroots Lobbying, and Using        

Technology & Social Media.  Patagonia 

has its own environmental department 

supporting non-profits through grants and training. 

There were about 60 participants from around the world, most from the United 

States and Canada.  I enjoyed chatting with other folks, learning about their     

organizations and hearing of their struggles.  But the highlight of the event was 

meeting Yvon Chouinard, founder and owner of Patagonia, Inc.  During a fireside 

chat, he stated, “Profits over people is not a good 

business model.  Businesses have been given a 

pass.  Patagonia is an example of a socially      

responsible model, like supporting grassroots 

activities.  Businesses need a bigger purpose.”  

Patagonia’s mission is to ‘make the best product, 

cause no harm.’  A mission worth living by.  

Thank you, Patagonia, for all your support. 

Left: Tony and Yvon Chouinard at Patagonia’s Tools 

for Grassroots Activism workshop. 

 

Tony at Mt. Tallac near Lake Tahoe, CA. 

Volunteers practice field methods in the Marengo River at our Fall Macroinvertebrate Monitoring training session.  
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As we enter the new year, the Board of Directors will be working hard to move the  

organization toward our vision of a larger working region, greater partnerships with 

the schools, and seeking Wild and Scenic Rivers designation.  We will continue water 

quality monitoring, citizen outreach and fish habitat restoration, the work that we do 

so well.  BRWA is in need of new volunteers for water monitoring, committee and    

advisory team work, hosting informational gatherings, and so much more!  The Board 

is also interested in hearing from you and what you think our priorities should be as 

we move the organization into the future.  Please consider these two questions: 
 

Please rank what you believe is the greater threat to water quality in the region.  

(1 being the highest threat, 5 being the lowest threat) 

a. Large-scale agriculture 

b. Mining 

c. Failing septic/waste treatment systems 

d. Stream sedimentation, washouts and erosion 

e. Forest management practices 
 

Please rank how you believe BRWA should prioritize emerging water quality  

issues in the region.  (1 being the highest priority, 5 being the lowest priority) 

a. Outreach and education 

b. Establish baseline water quality conditions 

c. Work with local authorities to address water quality issues 

d. Restore problem erosional areas 

e. Protective waterway designations 

Please provide your feedback at the BRWA poll on the right side of our website 

homepage at http://www.badriverwatershed.org.  The vision is laid out ahead of us, 

but your values and concerns will help guide the organization as we plan the route to 

reach our goals.  I hope to hear from each of you about what your priorities are and 

how you can help us move forward!  You help make this organization strong! 

Thank you for everything you do! 

-Sjana Schanning 

 Board President 

want to give just a little extra. "I just love the BRWA" is what he'd tell me.  

From my time at BRWA as staff and now on the Board, I have always thought of the 

two together, "Steve and Bruce.”  I am pleased and impressed the BRWA’s                   

volunteerism has not only fostered service to conservation efforts but also new  

friendship.  

2015 Karen Danielsen Award continued 

BRWA needs your feedback! 
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BRWA Awarded Grant from Patagonia Foundation for Water Quality Monitoring 

The Patagonia Foundation, a multi-grant previous supporter of BRWA, recently awarded us $6,000 from their 

World Trout Program.  The funds will be used to support trout habitat water quality monitoring such as             

macroinvertebrate surveys, water chemistry and temperature monitoring.  The Patagonia Foundation supports 

grass-roots conservation and environmental justice initiatives around the world.  Previously, BRWA's baseline  

water quality monitoring program in the Penokees and public outreach concerning the proposed GTAC mine were 

featured in Patagonia's annual report of international grassroots projects supported by the Foundation. 

Protectors of the Bad River Watershed Honored with Statewide Wetlands Award  

The Bad River Watershed Association is among a number of organizations and individuals recognized this year by 

the Wisconsin Wetlands Association (WWA) at the annual Wetlands Awards Celebration held November 5 in 

Madison.  

The Wetlands Awards recognize those whose work          

advances the WWA’s three-part mission of “protection,   

restoration and enjoyment of Wisconsin’s wetlands and  

related ecosystems.” 

Several groups and individuals working cooperatively on 

behalf of the wetlands within the Bad River watershed were 

named as recipients of the 2015 Wetlands Award for their 

continued work in “advancing wetland science; protecting, 

restoring, managing and monitoring the wetlands of the 

watershed; and promoting the importance of these          

wetlands to maintaining the health of the region’s cultural 

and natural resources.”  

Recipients of the 2015 award include William Heart, the 

Bad River Tribal Natural Resources Department (BRNRD), the Bad River Watershed Association, John Coleman 

and Dawn White of the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) Environmental Section, and 

Jim Meeker (posthumously) and Joan Elias. 

We are honored to receive this award, and to be counted among those in our community who do such important 

work to protect our wetlands. We’d like to express our gratitude to those individuals and organizations, and to 

the Wisconsin Wetlands Association for their recognition and the great work they do. Tony Janisch, Joan Elias, and 

Bobbi Rongstad of BRWA attended the awards celebration, which was held at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison Arboretum Visitor Center. Photos from the event are below.  

Left: Joan Elias. Center: Tracy Hames, Director of WWA, with Jessica Strand & Naomi 

Tillison of BRNRD. Right: John Coleman & Dawn White of GLIFWC.  



For two weeks this October, just after the peak of fall colors, 27 volunteers ventured out to 14 sites in the           

watershed to collect macroinvetebrates, which provide vital information about the quality of the water in which 

they live.  We kicked off the sampling season with a group training session at Four Corners Food & Spirits in     

Mason on October 11. It was a warm, beautiful day. Volunteers enjoyed getting in the Marengo River and learning 

about field sampling methods, as well as the tasty pizza lunch that followed.  

BRWA staff also provided several one-on-one training sessions for 

the new volunteers who were unable to attend the group session. 

We had a total of 11 new macroinvertebrate volunteers this season, 

and will be joined by at least two more at our upcoming ID sessions 

at Northland College. 

We encourage anyone who is curious about the many              

interesting types of macroinvertebrates that inhabit our        

waters to attend our ID sessions. Everyone is welcome to come 

learn, and help out if they wish. We could use some extra people to 

sort the samples our volunteers have collected and even try their 

hand at identification. 

The ID sessions will be held on December 2 and 9 in Room 125 of the Northland 

College CSE (science building) in Ashland. Swing by any time between 5:30 and 

8:00 PM.  

We would like to thank Four Corners Food & Spirits, Professor Andy Goyke and     

Northland College for hosting our macroinvertebrate monitoring events this fall. 

 
Photos: Above—Tom Doolittle talks to group training attendees about the bugs they found in the 

Marengo River. Right—Caddisfly larva, viewed through microscope.  
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Fall Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Highlights & Upcoming ID Sessions 

As the year draws to an end, and with the approaching season of merriment and holiday festivities, please         

consider an extra gift to BRWA.  Your support will ensure that we have the necessary resources to continue       

citizen engagement, stream restoration and water quality outreach.   

There are four ways to give to BRWA this holiday season. 

1. Respond to our end of the year appeal letter.  You should be seeing one in your mailbox in a few weeks. 

2. As you’re shopping on Cyber Monday, find our Wish List at Amazon.com to help BRWA fulfill field equipment 

and office supply needs. 

3. While completing your Amazon holiday shopping, use their AmazonSmile program.  By purchasing through  

AmazonSmile, a portion of your purchase (0.5%) will be donated to BRWA.                                                                     

You can find us here: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3740575. 

4. After Black Friday and Cyber Monday, remember us on Giving Tuesday.  

The first Tuesday after Thanksgiving is dedicated to giving to your favorite 

non-profit.  I hope that’s us.  You can go to our website to make online    

donations.  

 
Thanks for remembering your favorite non-profit. Here’s to making 2016 a 
Happy New Year! 

Four Ways to Give to BRWA this Holiday Season 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3740575
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BRWA Trivia Night at The Spot 

Soils, Landforms & Water 

On Friday, October 16, BRWA hosted its first Trivia Night at The Spot in Ashland. Roughly 60 people attended, 

with 12 teams playing. Many past and current BRWA staff and board members were there, as well as members, 

volunteers, and lots of other fun folks. The trivia questions were themed around land, water, fish and wildlife.  

Food was provided by BRWA board members Valerie Damstra, Joan Elias, and Bobbi Rongstad, and was available 

for a donation. Between food donations, raffle ticket sales, and a new membership, this event raised over $250 for 

the organization. Thanks to The Spot for hosting us, and to everyone who showed up and made it such a great 

night! 

Photos by Tony Janisch & Bobbi Rongstad. 

 

 

 

 

 

BRWA hosted Soils, Landforms & Water, the latest in our Watershed Walk series, on Saturday, September 12.  Ten 

people attended this fantastic hike led by Ulf Gafvert.  

Great weather made for a great morning to tramp through the woods with Ulf 

and learn how soil, landforms and water are connected.  Ulf provided a       

history/geography/physical science lesson in the course of a short walk on a 

Bayfield County hillside.  He described soil permeability and how differing 

types of soils handle substances applied naturally (rain) or otherwise 

(manure) to their surface. 

Walking down the hillside, Ulf dug cores a few 

feet below the topsoil.  Trip participants were 

able to see how the soils differed at various 

locations going down the hillside.  As water 

flows and seeps through the ground and downhill, it changes the characteristics of 

the soil.  The bottom of the hill, the flatland, was made up of heavy clay where 

drainage becomes much more challenging.  It is more difficult for water to seep 

through clay soil, and there is generally more surface run-off.  

Ulf currently works for the National Park Service Great Lakes Monitoring            

Network.  He has also worked as a Soil Scientist with the Natural Resources              

Conservation Service. 

Photos by Bobbi Rongstad. Ulf Gafvert  
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Contributions Since Last Newsletter & 2015 Volunteers 

THANK YOU New and Renewed Members: Bob & Reba Rice, Buckles Ray Family, Cathy Techtmann, Chase 
Matzinger, Chequamegon Food Cooperative, Craig Shanks, Daniel & Elizabeth Scudder, David Meineke, 
Dawn White, Diane Reupert, Dr. Robert Stanley, Ellie Williams & Kevin Schram, Eric Carlson & Ellen     
Kwiatkowski, Freeman Stein Family, Iron County Land and Water Conservation Department, Jill Haling,  Jim 
Limbach, Joan Elias, Judy & David Groh, Ken & Darlene Raspotnik, Kevin & Sjana Schanning, Louis & Kathy 
Wuest, Mark & Pam Dryer, Meghan and Neil Dennison, McKenna Rolfsen Family, Michael Schoenebeck, 
Morud Mitchell Family, Robert Selk, Rolland & Joyce Kiel, Rossberger Family, Steve & Margaret            
Baumgardner, Town of Bayview, Town of Grand View, Ulf Gafvert & Pat Juett, and Ulli Cords-Kastens. 

THANK YOU 2015 Volunteers: Al Kirschbaum, Alex Engleson, Allie Raven, Amaya Cloud, Ana Tochterman, 
Andrea Pokrzywinski, Andy Teal, Andy Goyke & Students, April Stone Dahl & Family, Asher Maliepaard, Bijit 
Khadka, Bill Smith, Bob Traczyk, Bobbi Rongstad & Tom Podlesny, Bret Deutcher, Bruce Prentice, Chase 
Matzinger, Cherie Pero, Cindy Glase, Daniel & Elizabeth Scudder, David Rekemeyer, David & Karen          
Saarinen, David Saetre, Dawn White, D’Cruz Family, Denise Ciebien, Diane Daulton, Dick Rewalt, Dick 
Thiede, Ed Kolodziejski, Eric Ellason, Frank Wroblewski, Fred Stein, Gregg Jennings, Jake Brown, Jane   
Thimke, Jane Weber, Jeff Musselman, Jim & Ruth Brennan, Jim & Sarah Nevins, Joan Elias, Joe Cook, Joel 
Austin, Joy Perry, Karin Kozie, Kevin & Sjana Schanning, Lauren Tuori & Sara Moses, Laurence Wiland,   
Marba & Rich Pogue, Mark & Shari Eggleson, Matt Hudson, Mellen School, Michelle Heglund, Molly 
Schmidt, Monie Shackelford, Nancy Kendzierski, Naomi Tillison, Pam Roberts, Phil Sorensen, Rachel 
Coughtry, Rebecca Vantrease, Ron Nemec, Rossberger Family, Sharon Anthony, Shea Schachmeyer, Steve 
Baumgardner, Tom Doolittle, Tom Erickson, Tracey Ledder, Ulf Gafvert, Valerie Damstra, and Zach Wilson. 

THANK YOU Donors: Patagonia Foundation. 

Yes! I want to make a difference and become a BRWA member. 

 $25*  $50  $100  $250  $500 $1000  Other (TAX DEDUCTIBLE). 

*BRWA could not survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give 
valuable time, and many give both! To celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we extend 
membership to any supporter who donates $25 or more per year OR     volunteers for 
four hours or more per year. 

 Please keep my donation anonymous.  

 I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of volun-
teers. 

CHOICES – HOW TO JOIN 

ONLINE: www.badriverwatershed.org CALL US at (715) 682-2003    

USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: BRWA, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ City/State/Zip _______________________ 

Email ___________________ Phone ___________  Check payable to BRWA. Charge:  VISA  MasterCard 

Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)  

 I am also interested in being a volunteer. 

QUESTIONS? Please contact 
BRWA. 

(715) 682-2003 

www.badriverwatershed.org 

See our WISHLIST at 
www.badriverwatershed.org 
for other giving opportunities. 

 

http://www.badriverwatershed.org
http://www.badriverwatershed.org
http://www.badriverwatershed.org


 

Where in the Watershed? 
 

Does this scene look familiar to you? 

If you can identify this place, your name will go into a hat and the 

winner will be drawn from all correct answers.  The winner will     

receive a special prize from BRWA.  Email your answer and contact 

information to info@badriverwatershed.org by December 31.               

The winner will be contacted by email or phone and announced on 

the BRWA facebook page. 
 

Watch for different locations in future editions of the BRWA       

newsletter!  
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Get your Watershed Waves via email 

If you would prefer to get your newsletter in electronic format, please send a message with that request to: info@badriverwatershed.org 

all the news from  

your watershed... 

Connecting People, Land and Water 


